
What did the Bolsheviks do

Decree on Land

To solve Weak hold on countryside

What was it
Break up of large estates

Transfer of land to peasants
Already happening unofficially in countryside

Effect Accelerated breakdown of military Soldiers abandoned their posts to return home to secure land

"Peace, Bread and Land"

Decree on Peace

To solve WWI

What was it
Aimed to withdraw from war without payment of 
indemnities or annexations

Decree on Workers' Control
What was it Recognised the takeover of factories by workers' committees

Red Terror

Cheka

Recieved the functions of the MRC
December 1917

Led by Trotsky

Secret police

Modelled on Okhrana

Leader Polish-born Felix Dzerzhinsky Ruthless

"battle to death"

Targets

Oppositions
Opposition press banned

Members of other parties arrested

Priests, better-off peasants, anyone with bourgeois 
background or appearance...



Facts
8,500 died in the first year of terror (1918-19)

Killing of former tsar and his family in July 1918 Before - house arrest then Ekaterinburg in Siberia

Police state established!

Disolution of Constituent Assembly

Elections to the assembly

Held in November 1917

Secret ballot

Universal suffrage over 20 years

Results

Bolsheviks
Did well in Petrograd and Moscow

Won 175/715 seats24% vote share

Socialist Revolutionaries

40% of votesLargest party

370/715 seats

Left SRs (breakaway)
Allied to Bolsheviks

Only gained 40 seats

Assembly meeting

5th of January 1918Only met for one day

SRs refused to approve Bolshevik decree declaring Russia a 
"soviet republic"

DissolutionLenin dissolved Assembly by Red Guard
No resistance

Workers content
Killed democracy

Brest-Litovsk

Discourse"Revolutionary war"

Provoke socialist revolutions in Europe

Lenin orignally supportedSeemed unrealistic by December 1917

Trotsky supported

TrotskyCommissar for external affairsNegotiating with GermanyTactic: drag out the negotiations

"Neither war nor peace"

Lenin decided to end war

Focus on Russia
Get her out of war

Concessions to Germany are okay if necessaryContradiction to Decree of Peace

This view adopted due to increasingly threatening Germans
Small majority Bolsheviks

German armies 600km from Petrograd

The treaty

3 March 1918

Germany gained:

Poland

Finland

Baltic provinces

Most of Ukraine

Facts

1 million square kms of land

Half of the old Russian empire's industry and farmland

A third of its population

Allowed Germany to transfer half a million men westwards

Reaction

Treaty was unpopular within Russian leadershipTrotsky refused to sign it in person 

Left SR very hostile to the treatyWanted guerrilla war

Lenin threatened to resign if gov did not accept his strategy

After war

German position on Western Front collapsing

Withdrawal of German troops August 1918German front collapsing

Versailles peace conference 1919
Cancelled some features of the treaty

Did not restore Poland, Finland or Baltic states to Russia

Capital changed from Petrograd to Moscow 
soon after Brest-Litovsk

Safer - Moscow further from border; 
700km to the south-east


