
STIMULUS FOR 
REVOLUTION 1848

Peasants
High rents

Bad harvests in 1846 and 1847 "The Hungry 40s"

Urban workers

Rising food prices

1847 recession in textile industry Cut wages

Poor working conditions in factories
Long hours

Unhealthy environment

Skilled workers/
Middle class

Desire to improve position Resented hold on power of 
the privileged nobility

Dominated army and civil service 
regardless of qualifications

Demands

Political reforms Constitutional monarchy 

Trade union rights

Free education

Political aims; liberal and nationalist

Prussia

United Diet

Prussian gov wanted to build a railway linking 
Prussia to the East (agricultural land to markets)

Benefitted Junkers most

Needed funding through tax!

United Diet called in April 1847

Needed to approve tax raise

Background
Bad harvests, crop failure

Skilled worker unrestCompetition from factory production

Diet members demanded constitutionFriedrich Wilhelm refused 
and dissolved the Diet

Berlin

March 1848

Street-fighting

Fuelled by Metternich's exile

Note
Revolution started by workers and peasants

Adopted by the middle class

Protested for living standards rather than 
politics


