Friedrich Wilhelm IV rejected Frankfurt
Note Parliament's offer of a German crown BUT interested in promoting unity

., Strong central government
Prussia’s prospects

Erfurt Union Plan for a union of German states Assembly elected

Prussia Austria Prussian control of army

Prussia 1849-50

Position north-central Southern European empire to govern Saxony and Hanover } _

Who agreed Smaller states March 1850

Diplomatically neutral; on good terms both Did not support Russia in the Crimean war

sides (1854-56) - lost an ally Reassertion of
Austrian power

BUT Many princes suspicious of Prussian domination

November 1850

Note: new minister, Prince Felix

Support of Russia Austrian troops entered Hesse Appealed to Austria Elector (prince) Friedrich of Hesse-Cassel Austria's reaction to Erfurt Union Rival scheme = Grossdeutschland
N s Dispute in Hesse-Cassel I Calling Diet of Confederation
Prussian army couldn't handle - Appealed to Prussia His parliament” Collapse of the Erfurf Union i < Larger states to govern together
Meeting held in present-day Czech Republic Humiliation Of Olmutz States' response Hanover, Baden and Saxony abandon Erfurt Union!

Gave up leadership of German states

+ Liberal nationalists disappointed Prussia abandoned Erfurt Union

Humiliated
Resentment >

Agreed to return to framework of German
Confederation May 1851

Agreement




