
Frankfurt 
Parliament Failures

No enforcement/ army

Depends on states obeying

Prussia doesn't

For example, Schleswig-Holstein dispute - 
March 1848, German speakers protested 
attempt to integrate into Denmark - they 
wanted to be part of German Confederation

Frankfurt Parliament approved Prussian military intervention

Prussian army advanced but signed a truce at Malmo 
August 1848 without consulting parliament

The Frankfurt Parliament had a war minister (Eduard von Peucker), 
but the Prussian army remained under authority of the King

No support of army or monarchy

No power/ influence

Members have little experience + not 
representative

Mostly upper middle class liberals/ 
well-off professionals

Mockingly described as "The Professors' 
Parliament"

Out of 487 members,

almost 500

200 lawyers

1 peasant
2The rest nobles (90), professors (49)... 

"Technocratic"

Capable of making laws but no political 
experience = getting support 

Neither the monarchs nor lower class 
supported them, only some middle class

Little practical political experience BUT very ambitious!

Exclusion of poor in voting system

Lacked legitimacy because of lack of 
representation No support of the popular class

+ all male

Took long to work out constitution 
By the time they had (March 1849), 
they had lost their influence Princes had recovered from 1848 revolutions 

Monarchy restored by Prussian army 
and Austrian empire

No more fear of revolutionaries

Disagreements
Liberals, radicals, conservatives

Grossdeutschland vs kleindeutschland

The Kaiser of Prussia rejects constitution 
and crown of Germany in April 1849 ! 

No unified Germany

The parliament had offered the crown to 
Friedrich Wilhelm IV (Kleindeutschland)

Believed he was ready to be the head of 
national revolution

Prussia was the only state that could compete 
militarily against Austria

He rejected it because he refused to recognise 
the Frankfurt parliament's legal authority

Would only accept the crown from princes

Declined to "pick up a crown of mud and wood 
from the gutter"

Called it a "pig's crown"

After he rejects it, most princes withdrew their constitutions 

About
May 1848 to June 1849Liberals fled to Stuttgart when it ended 

(capital of Wurttemberg)Dispersed by army in June 1849

Short-term success; long-term failure; longer-
term success

Successes

Managed to set up a system where each state 
member of the Bund met up for diplomacy

Brought 'Germany' and German consciousness 
into focus as real possibilities

Most dramatic consequence of the 1848 
revolutions

Drew up a constitution
March 1849

Debated Kleindeutschland and 
Grossdeutschland

Progressed democratic and liberal ideasApproved 50 fundamental 
citizens' rights in December 1848

Including equality before the law, 
freedom of the press, freedom 
from arrest without a warrant

June 1848 'Provisional Center Power'
To govern Germany until constitution

Led by liberal Austrian prince Archduke Johann


