
Consequences 1848
Saxony

Constitution

1849 Prussian army restores order

Bavaria Corrupt King Ludgwig I abdicates
Son Maximilian grants liberal reforms

Caused by conservative opposition to his 
mistress, Lola Montez (Irish-born exotic dancer) 

Austria

March 1848 Metternich exiledEnd of Metternich system

Austrian army restores control from Autumn 
1848

Regains contol in Empire and BundTrouble - Hungary broke away from empire for 
a few months

Wuttemberg
Constitution and parliament granted

1849 Prussian army restores order

Baden

Grand Duke Leopold grants reformsfree press, trial by jury, etc.

Briefly controlled by revolutionaries + mutinous 
soldiers

1849 Prussian army restores order 

NassauConstitution

Prussia

Spring 1848 Army not able to put down revolutionaries

King Friedrich Wilhelm IV public appearance in German 
flag colours + declared Prussia to be merged in Germany

1848 Assembly election allowed But quickly dissolved

February 1850 Prussia gets constitution BUT the constitution was very limited

Summer 1848 divisions between working and 
middle class revolutionaries

HesseConstitution

Aims

Liberal reforms

End Metternich system

Better living and working conditions

Vorparlament

"Pre-parliament"Heidelberg March 1848

Six states - Prussia, Bavaria, Wuttemberg, 
Baden, Nassau, Frankfurt

Aim to create a constitutionUnified Germany

Each state to hold elections in their own system 
to this parliament

Undemocratic voting

"Three tier suffrage" based classes; one third of 
voters chose 85% of members

Upper house, Herrenhaus, appointed by King

King still had most power

Could collect taxes without approval

Could change constitution

Ministers responsible to him not parliament

Weaknesses of the revolution

Divisions
Working class Better conditions aim Radical

Liberals Political aim Did not want to keep supporting a 
potentially socialist radical revolution 

Recovery of Austrian empire Restored monarchical power in German land 
with Prussia
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