Military

Reason

Planning and preparation for war

Ability to mobilise troops

Command and conrol of armies

Weaponry

Prussian strengths

Good background preparation: army
training, discipline, command
structure

Moltke could trust those under him
to take good decisions

Allies

5 railways to take troops to
Bohemia - more soldiers transported
and possible to encircle Austrians

Moltke, a genius commander - also
delegates and mobile and
adaptable. Manages to encircle
Austrians.

Using electric telegram for efficient
command and communication!

Dreyse rifle / needle gun - 7 shots /
min, 600m range; breech-loading -
could be loaded from same position
on floor or kneeling

Fought at Kéniggratz (Bohemia) —

"Seven Weeks war"

Austro-Prussian

War

Austrian weaknesses

Army not modernised, not well
trained, led by aristocrats, many
languages and dubious loyalty.
Were able to combine forces with
Saxony but not Bavaria (65K troops)
Not prepared internationally

1 railway line to Bohemia - fewer
soldiers transported + to 1 place only.
100K troops sent to fight Italy in the

Southern front - sent too many.

Benedick - not talented - indecisive,
not mobile, sent army to trapped
position with backs to River Elbe.

Waited for 3 Prussian armies to
arrive instead of using cannons first.

Had to use messengers and pigeons

to communicate.

Better cannon BUT

Gun - 2 shots / min, 400m range;
needed to get up from lying position
to reload it - exposed to enemy fire,
less efficient

Only 1 decisive battle= _
Battle of Sddova -

/ Prussia preparing for war

Cause

Inviting more and more states to
Zollverein but keeping Austria out

Prussian hostility to Austria

Bismarck public complaints of Austria

Works on public opinion to stir up

T and the governance of Schleswig-Holstein anti-Austria sentiment
-7 Went to see Napoleon Ill and asks
ol him not to get involved
-~ France

Austrian and Italian forces mobilise

Bismarck vague promise of land in
Rhineland

Searching for foreign allies =

April 1866 secret treaty

Italy L o
Agreed to join war within a 3 month

period to take Venetia

Made them seem agressive

Austria knew they were slow to
mobilies and wanted to be prepared

front
N Short term
A
\\\\ Bismarck condemned the Austrian
S~ N governmet:nt in the Dl.et as breaching Austria called on the Diet for support with Austria
the Galstein convention
Outcomes

Treaty of Prague, August 1866

Balance of power and reactions

Territorial losses ONLY Venetia to Italy

No reparations!

Austria No more Bund
South German Confederation Leans‘ towards Austria but not led by
Austria
Italy Unifies a bit more (Venetia)

Hesse-Cassel, Nassau, Hanover, City

of Frankfurt annexed Leaders deposed

Prussia Saxony incorporated but gets to
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Prussia established as dominant power = Kleindeutschland vs
Grossdeutschland answered!

Russia and Britain might be worried
over Prussia's power

France watching, wanted parts of

Other countries Rhineland

Saxony and South German states
worried

Hanover, Hesse and Saxony sided

Condition = to hand Venetia to Italy
in the peace treaty if Prussia won

100K soldiers to Italy on southern

Prussia invaded them

ml Treated with respect, not humiliated

The king wanted a triumphal
entrance into Vienna but Bismarck =

< did not want to humiliate Austria
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u Prussia had to be careful not to make
other countries join against it

Bismarck made sure with
the lenient treaty

Prussia does not look aggressive and
was hot harsh to Austria (reasonable)



