
1815 and Metternich 
System

Context

Holy Roman Empire Collection of over 230 semi-independent states

1806 Napoleonic occupation
West German states - Confederation of the 
Rhine Reformed legal system

18th century Enlightenment

Progressive ideas Liberalism

Revolution 1789

Rationality

Battle of Jena 1806 Prussia defeated
Reogranised army

Joined with Austria and Russia

Napoleon's defeat

1813 Battle of Liepzig National pride  (But German speakers on both sides)

Quadruple alliance captured him in Paris and 
exiled to Elba island Escaped in 1815 and continued waging war Defeated 8 June 1815 Waterloo Monarchy restored in France

1815 Vienna Settlement

Started September 1814 Completed 9 June 1815

Main objectives
Containment of revolutionary ideas, mutual 
military protection, European borders

Bund

German confederation

230 states reorganised into 39

Varying state sizes

Kingdoms
Prussia

Saxony

Self-governing cities Hamburg

Language

Czechs in Bohemia

French in Luxembourg

Not all non-Germans; parts of Prussia missing

Non-Germans

Diet

Conference of Ambassadors

Met in Frankfurt

Controlled foreign policy

No civil service and no economic area

Maintain Austria's power

Chaired by Austrian representative

Veto

Supported by Bavaria, Württemberg, Baden 
and Hesse-Darmstadt Catholic states

Prussia Largest state

Mostly rural

North-east

Berlin capital

Authoritarian monarch King Friedrich William III
Supported by Junkers (conservative 
landowners)

Gained territory Rhineland Industrialised area Population doubled to over 10 million

Contender for rivaling Austria

Metternich system

Prince Klemens von Metternich

Foreign minister (1809 - 1848)

Chancellor (1821 - 1848)

Confident "error has never approached my 
spirit"

Conservative - words "equality" and "liberty" 
source of evil and misleading masses

french slogan

Known as the "Coachman of Europe"

Conservative quadruple alliance "Concert of Europe" 

Preserve old order

Suppress revolutions

Strong monarchies

Censorship

Secret police, spies

Balance of powers and military assistance

Liberalism

Who?Educated middle class

Business people
Owners of factories in cities (industrialists)Hamburg in Rhine

Merchants with small workshops and employees

ProfessionalsLawyers, doctors, officials, teachers...

University groups
Uni population doubled between 1817 and 1831

Burschenschaften

Benefitted from removal of guild priviledges

Why?Felt excluded from upper class
Eg. Junkers in Prussia controlled civil service 
and army regardless of (lack of) qualificationsDesire to gain opportunities in public service

Types

Political liberalism

Not fully republican

democracy

Constitutional monarchy

Separation of powerLegislative, judicial, executive

FreedomNo censorship

Economic liberalism

Laissez-faire

Adam Smith

Free tradeNo tariffs

Growth/ progress

in freedom

Freedom of entrepreneurship

Government
Lack of intervention

Protect private property

Notes

Growth of newspaper press, literacy, literary 
circles, awareness of public affairs...

Between 1815-1845 - many liberal intellectual 
activities, lectures, pamphlets...

The rulers granted constitutions with some civil rights in 
many southern states but had the real government power.

In Hamburg, brought to working class - radicals; popular 
uprising rather than rational debate

Nationalism

Main idea
Self-determination; same peoples (culture, 
identity, language) should be unified

Who?Educated middle class

Issues

Loyalty to region rather than nation19th century newspapers focused on local issues

Poor communication

Poor roads

Transport by horse and cart

Trade from village to local town market

Little movement and travel

No religious unity

south

west

east

Catholic 

Bavaria

Baden

Rhineland

Westphalia

West Prussia

Posen

Protestant Prussia

north

Regional view

Carlsbad Decrees

Trigger

Murder of Russian (ally) spy and conservative 
writer August von Kotzbue by a 
Burschenschaft August 1819

Terms

UniversityExtraordinary commissioner

Supervise programme

Fire liberal professors

Dissolve unauthorised student organisations

Newspaper pressCensorship (all members of Diet to implement)

Central Investigation Commission
Mainz

Root out organisations

1830 revolutions

Paris July 1830 - liberals revolted
Charles X overthrown - 
conservative, absolutist

Louis Philippe replaced him - 
parliamentary monarchy

Rulers obligated to grant constitutions in 4 
German states

Saxony

Hanover

Hesse-Cassel

Brunswick

Press freedom and gov. criticism

Hambach Festival

27th May 1832

Hambach Castle, BavariaOccupied by Napoleonic forces 20 years earlier

Discussed nationalist and liberal ideasYoung Germany group created

German flag raised for the first time

CourtAcquitted

Special police courtImprisonedMetternich reaction

The Six and Ten Articles

Six Articles law

28 June 1832

Limited the rights of local elected state 
assemblies

Supremacy of federal law

Centralisation

Ten Articles law

5 July 1832

Banned political meetings and festivals

Banned the colours of student associations in 
scarves and ties (flag colours)

The Göttingen Seven

1837New King of Hanover Ernest AugustusAbolished the constitution

Seven university professors objected

Included Grimm brothers Wilhelm and JacobCollection of traditional folk tales

nationalists

2 exiled and rest fired and banned from university work

Hope?

Demands for political change failed to 
achieve anything substantial

Voting system

Princes ensured constitutions kept power in 
their hands

Veto and support of aristocrats

Vote based on classMore weight on upper class

Indirect voting
Voters choose delegates who vote for 
representatives

Restrict free expression and bourgeousie's 
power

Prussia 1840
King Friedrich Wilhelm IV

Romantic, chaotic, complex

Believed in divine right
Modern reforms

Loosened censorship

More power to provincial Diets
Ultimately conservative

Rejected demands for a single parliament for 
all Prussian territories!

Austrian empire

25 million

650,000 sq kms

Contained modern-day Austria, Hungary and 
other bits of central and eastern Europe - 
Czechs, Slovaks, Croats, Poles, some Northern 
Italians

Roman catholics

Romanticism

Emotion, expression, imagination, classics, 
german identity, culture and history

Writers

J.G. Herder Volksgeist Spirit of the people

Goethe

Schiller
collapsed

work together to


