
Urban conditions

Housing

Most entrepreuneurs wanted to 
make a quick profit

Only some provided decent housing

Aim: Get as many families as possible into as 
little space as possible Whole families in one room

Lack of controls

No attention paid to

Heating

Ventilation

Clean water supplies

Sewage

Tenement areas / slums

Health

Tuberculosis

Pneumonia

Cholera

Alcoholism

Statistics
In the 1830s, around half of all 
children died before turning 5

Municipal Corporations Act 1835

New system of local government for towns

Local officials elected by local property owners

Local taxes could be raised
Improve towns

Local police force could be established

DrawbackThe act was permissive

Not enforced

Local governments did not have to improve 
conditions

Many reluctant to pay taxesThe rich could move away

Public Health Act 1848

Action to remedy bad housing

Compromise between 2 groups

People who wanted the state to take action
Increased controls, more authority, central 
government and laws

People who supported laissez-faire
Objected gov. interference

Wanted to avoid increased taxes

+Board of Health

London

Reported to the parliament

Encouraged the creation of local health 
boards that had power to make changes

-

Government could only impose health boards 
on areas where the death rate rose above the 
national averageNo other national pressure 

Royal Commission Report 1842 

Edwin Chadwick responsible

Key aspects

Revealed deplorable urban living conditions
Impressive statistical evidence

Showed the damage done to people's health

Cause of disease (cholera, typhus)

Filth

Overcrowding

Lack of sanitation

Recommendations
Improved sewers

Clean running water
Economic argument

Cleaning up cities would save money
Less need for welfare

Lower mortality rate
water had disease risk

to keep warm

+ further cholera outbreaks


