
Textile 
production 

18th century


Before Domestic/ cottage industry

Textile biggest employer after agriculture 
(necessity)

Wool used; little cotton 

Cotton seeds taken out by hand

Spinning to make thread, weaving to make cloth

Middleman brings materials and collects finished 
goods

Innovations

John Kay - flying shuttle

Patented 1733 Widespread 1760s 

Mechanised weaving

Doubled productivity 

Hargreaves - spinning jenny
Invented 1964, patented 1770

One worker could spin multiple threads 
simultaneously

Arkwright - water frame
Invented 1769, patented 1771

Workers could produce 128 threads at the same 
time

Samuel Crompton - spinning mule

Invented 1779 By 1820, more than 4 million

Hybrid between jenny and water frame

Fine and strong yarn, large quantities

Edmund Cartwright - power loom

Patented 1685

Mechanised weaving

Was run on steam or water

Eli Whitney - cotton gin (US) Machine that removed unwanted seeds from short-
staple raw cotton 

Watt's steam engines were replacing water or 
hand-driven power

Transport Railways, canals, steamships

Trade and slavery

Cotton supplyPlantation in Americans (Caribbean, southern US) Profitable - funded by slaves

Transatlantic traingular slave tradeManufactured textiles sold to Africa in exchange 
for slaves

Royal Navy

Highly effective

Protected imports during wars

Seven Year war (1756 - 1763)

War of Independance (1775-1783)
After Britain lost colony, cotton growers and 
British manufacturers ensured the trade was 
unaffected

Global interdependance

Impacts 

ProductivityCheaper costs of production

Fewer, lower skilled workers; division of labour 
(Adam Smith)

Cheaper and more abundant raw cotton supply

Stronger thread, higher quality (water frame, mule)

Demand

Variety
Cotton could be dyed and printed on

Trends, fashionCapitalism, boutiques/stores, consumption

Overseas marketEspecially US

ProfitsReinvested, stimulates economy

Working conditions
Longer hoursOnly sunday off

Child labourBeatings

Perpetual loopCotton output increased from over 50,000 yards in 
1775 to 3.5 million in 1783 in Britain

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/zys7xbk#zv3xywx

