
Impact on different social classes

Aristocracy

Economic influence

Dominant In control of land and wealth

Growing profit

From

Agricultural improvements

Industrial investment

Investment in foreign trade

Making money was not seen as damaging to social status Unlike France

Example

The list of investors of many early railway companues 
contained members of the House of Lords

eg. Duke of Bridgewater 

Political influence

Dominant

House of Lords

Aristocracy controlled Made up entirely of lords and bishops 

Unelected

Could veto the House of Commons' decisions

House of Commons

Elected
But contained many men related to the lords

Men gained their support from members of House of Lords

Key issues decided Government budget, important laws

Parliament

Passed laws that 
protected their interests

Few barriers to industrialisation Profit

Corn Laws 1815
Kept price of corn artificially high 

Prevented cheap imports

Link to middle class

Educated their sons in public schools

Privately run boarding schools

Not 'public'

Charged high fees

Boys over 11

Alongside entrepreneurs

Sometimes allowed their sons to marry the daughters of 
growing middle class Recieve dowry

Benefitted from

Constitutional monarchy

George III 

1760-1820

Influence over appointments and some policy

Flexible

Power of parliament and prime ministers
King prepared to accept their decisions

Had more legislative power than the king

Aristocrats willingness to adapt
Consolidated their power 

Accept political change 

Unlike France
1830 revolution in France British aristocracy compromised to avoid similar result

Key points

The rich got richer

Retained power and influence

Took care to adapt 

Middle class

Rapid growth

Before Few lawyers, bankers and wealthy merchants

Industrialisation expanded this group

Capitalism

Railway

Bureaucracy

More jobs

Entrepreneurs, innovators

Engineers

Factory owners

Architects

Station managers

Surveyors

Civil servants

Local government officials

Accountants

Slum builders

Landlords

Examples

Isambard Kingdom Brunel
Engineer responsible for much of railway building 1830s-40s

Gained wealth and status

Robert Peel

Prime minister from 1841 to 1846 

Son of successful textile manufacturer Educated at a public school and Oxford University
Married a daughter of a minor aristocrat

His eldest daughter married the son of an earl

Could progress to upper class!

Possible for the most successful Could also marry into aristocracy

Example Robert Smith

Banker

Made member of the House of Lords

1797

Because of his support for the prime minister; mostly 
because he agreed to write off a personal loan to him

Consequences

Industrialisation brought more demand for middle class 
workers, leading to improved income 

Surplus income of middle class

Comfortable living conditions Demand for servants and luxury goods Stimulated growth of retail

Segregation by housing

Middle class migration to suburbs Nice housing
Could afford horse and carriage, regular rail fares

Away from pollution and filth of towns

Required investment in building + many 
domestic servants

Magnified by railways Cheap commuting

Key ideas

Major growth of social group

Benefitted from industrialisation, lived well

Could ascend

Working class

Sub-groups

Agricultural workers in south and east of England

Domestic workers involved in making textiles by hand

Workers in industrial towns and coal mines
Mixed fortunes

Real wages rose

Sufferred the most

Starvation

Homelessness

Conditions 

Desperate poverty

Low wages

Workers sometimes paid in the employer's private 
currency instead of the normal currency; this could 
only be used in shops owned by these employers

Highest prices

"Truck shops"

Unstable jobs In recession, thousands could be thrown out of work

No educational opportunities

Men depended on the additional incomes 
of wives and children Except skilled men

Horrible working conditions

Possible to search for different work

Cheap reail transport Late 1830s

But every job had bad conditions

Serious injury and death common

Key ideas

No benefits from industrialisation, living conditions 
worsened: went from domestic to appalling factory work

Unstable jobs, easily fired

No opportunities to improve situation


