16th century Old poor law

15,500 parishes

Organised by local magistrates Parish system
Each raised their own funds
X == T T T T T =D =
Tax on local landowners Parish rates/ Poor rates
Speenhamland System
The larger the family the more it Pay dependent on the size of the
recieved recipient's family
Th ieved Before
If price rose, recipients were paid € poor recieved pay
more ) ) )
Pay varied with the price of bread
Bread scale
Taxes Expensive
Did not encourage the unemployed
to find jobs felf2 e
) ) Disliked (by aristocrats)
Landowners who paid good wages to their farmers resented
having to subsidies other landowners low salary employees
Industrial towns System unable to cope with mass
unemployment
. . Give as little welfare as possible
Se:.up tclaoln\fcestlgatte and recommed Designed to
action about poverty o
Royal Commission 1832 Cut the costs of landowners
Few understood — Made a long document I Speenhamland system abolished
Being poor was treated like a crime
Only form of help for poor
The old and sick
. Women and children Separate types
Segregation to prevent them
All treated equally brutally . .
from having children
Unemployed able men
Workhouses
Starving inmates were forced to
crush bones for fertilisers - they ate 1845 Andover workhouse scandal = Tedious, monotonous work
the rotten bone marrow inside New system

Prison-type clothing

Allowed employers to pay lower Workhouse standard of living was worse

wages Poverty trap than the lowest paid labourer outside

Those who had to pay support for

the poor But managed by locally elected

middle class officials At 2 e e hn e @l

Interested in paying as little as
possible

Act was passed in the interests of
the upper and middle class
Disappointing

Sa.rcastlc reference to the old French They called the workhouses Bastilles . .
prison Working class reaction

Riots occurred when the
workhouses were being built

The New Poor Law
1834

The Great Reform Act
1832

Redistricting to reflect population New industrial towns able to send

shifts! MPs to parliament
. — q q | full !
Parliamentary reform = Suffrage to the urban middle class Property requirement lowered mportant step towards full democracy
\
End of rotten boroughs \\
\\\~
Reduced aristocratic control over —~"‘~\
political processes ™
(3) outcome for aistocracy \
C‘?;:d nt(t)t bl:,y thelrhway into parliament - . Before — 1/12 adult men could vote —
With rotten boroughs anymore Change in right to vote —[ X2
After — 1/6 adult men could vote «—

Proportion of middle class menin _

parliament did increase
@ Outcome for middle class = Middle class benefitted the most!

Middle class gained most from the
extension of the franchise

Laws that would be passed didn't .
Only get suffrage in 1867 Sl [

help them .
@ Outcome for working class U 8 elle) PELEE A :
The few working men who had the ETEMELE D SRR B e

right to vote before lost it

Disappointed!



