
Reaction to 
mechanisation

Riots

Common between 1790 and 1810

Especially during high price of bread

A few hundred people involved Scattered and poorly organised

Targetted against 'middlemen'
Involved in transporting wheat and flour

Suspected of hoarding and profiteering

Causes

Rapid population growth in rural areas
Less work on the land

Factories reducing demand for labour

Food prices rose Especially for bread

Enclosure farming
Loss of common land for grazing

Loss of small plots for farming

Landowners needed fewer full-time 
workers

Temporary basis at harvest time

Less available regular paid work

Parliament passed laws with heavy 
penalties against poaching 

(Catching animals for food on someone 
else's land)

Limited welfare system

Could not cope with the number of 
people needing help

Landowners not willing to pay additional 
taxes

Reasons for less distress

Enclosure processes required more 
labour initially

Growing demand for labour in towns

Demand for army and navy Britain involved in war 1792 to 1815

1815-1820s

Burning of haystacks, local food riots, 
attacks on livestock

Causes

Peace with France
Thousands of former soldiers and sailors 
unemployed

Agriculture prices dropped

Cheaper food

BUT farmers cut wages and reduced 
employment

Limited welfare

Radical newspapers

For middle-class Focused on liberal issues
Corn Laws Tariffs on corn that benefitted farmers

Government oppression

For rural working class

Read out in inns

Focused on
Taxes Paid to support the rich Ran the country in their own interest

The government Highly critical

Captain Swing riots

"Captain Swing" was a mythical figure Letter threatening landowners

Who? When? Where?

Rural workers

1830-31

Southern England, East Anglia Little alternative employment

What did they do?

Violence

Arson

Destroying machines

Letters, posters

Why?

Lack of regular employment Seasonal

Low wages

Bad housing

Bad working conditions

Lack of welfare support

Taxes to Church of England
Members of other churches had to pay 
too - paid twice

Threshing machines Reduced demand for labour

Hunger

Government reaction

Acted quickly and decisively

Troops sent into area to keep order

Judicial processes suspended

Some rioters executed

Some transported to Australia

Many arrested

Significance

Achieved little
Reforms of 1832 did nothing to improve 
conditions for agricultural workers

Attempts to organise trade union 
stamped out Leaders sent to Australia

Delayed use of threshing machines Wages increased slightly

Formed part of wider protest demanding 
reform

Wide class movement

Class consciousness

Luddites

Preceded by Lancashire protest 1770s

Arrival of machinery

Improved output and quality of woollen 
cloth

Hand-made textile workers lower paid

Smashed machines

Small, limited support

Who? When? Where?

Textile urban workers

Most had been skilled workers employed 
in making textiles by hand at home

Income and independant status 
threatended by machines

Unorganised

Some miners involved Livelihoods not affected

1811-16

North of England, Midlands

Causes

Machinery Replacing jobs

Britain at war

Major conflict

European and American markets 
disrupted High unemployment in textile industry

Wage cuts and high bread prices

What did they do?

Machine breaking
Main machine breaking in 1811-12

Mainly spinning jennies and water frames

Outbursts of violence
Mobs broke into factories 

Damage to properties A mill owner was killed once

Vandalism

Government reaction
Firmly repressed by troops

Imprisoned

Significance

First revolutionary action against capital Profit is targetted

Class consciousness Wider movement, start of class struggle

Even some miners involved

Evidence that local magistrate felt 
sympathetic towards them

small judges

No tangible change

Short time
Machine breaking died out by 1814

Because trade had improved, price of bread 
dropped by half from 1811 (all-time high)

Arrested
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