sent MPs directly appointed by them

Landowners bought and controlled these and Made it possible to buy the right to representin |
parliament
Land that had eroded into the sea —— Dunwich —

Peasants/ rural pop
Working class

Middle class

Did not send MPs to parliament

Many industrial towns were not represented —
But declining towns that were important in the

16th century still sent MPs!

Also called 'pocket boroughs' — — MPs  —

Small towns, often uninhabited —

— 'Rotten boroughs' —

Focused on farming and preserving
aristocratic power + status

Many campaigns for parliamentary reform —

Middle class political struggles

Working class struggles (poverty, hunger)

Set up in 1831 in London
} National Union of the Working Classes

Demanded vote for all adult males
Organisations =

Other organisations with only middle-class
membership

Rapid rise in bread prices
:|— Bad harvest 1829 —

Difficulties in rural areas

Due to trade downturn —— Unemployment in urban areas —

Lack of democratic representation

Thought to be corrupt

Few changes since 16th century
} Out of date

Ignoring industry

Dissatisfaction with parliament —

— Causes ——

In power since 1812

Not governing in the interests of the

. Dissatisfaction with Conservative government —
middle class

Dvisions over change

1830

Conservatives (ruling gov) lost
} Election

Death of the King —

Long-time advocate of reform —— Under Earl Grey —— More liberal government

Whig

:|— Middle and working class alliance —

1830-1832

Activity in 1829-30

Political and Constitutional

conseguences before 1832

First 50 years - limited impact

Corresponding Societies 1797-99

Reapparition of Radicalism in
1815-20s

Ruled between 1760 and 1820
Georgellll Broadly sympathetic to economic progress

Influence but limited power

Laissez-faire attitude

Parliament =

Sympathetic to economic and social change |— Lower class was underrepresented {

Enclosure acts passed easily

Acts of Parliament helped innovators,

landowners and investors Inventors' innovations protected by patents

Canal and railway developpers had permission

to build
Few obstacles

Overseas trade protected by navy
Felixible tariffs
Protection of commercial interests
Low taxation
Flexible national security and foreign policy
Aristocracy

Ruling classes all involved in making money
Rich middle class

Started by group of liberal MPs

Reduce amount of control that the king and

Early movement in 1780s aristocracy had over parliament

Fairer representation

Protected their interests

Only class that wanted change

Parliament members interested in making profit

Any threat to income recieved immediate
attention from the government

Like chaos in France after revolution 1790s

Destroyed homes of radicals

Made up of working-class men

Over 300,000 soldiers and sailors no longer

Government's £40 million budget on war

Example
Factors French Revolution
Radical political ideas Separation of power
Votes for all men
Democratic society
Thomas Paine The Rights of Man (1791) Demands
Equality for all
Welfare state
Weaving
Made up of skilled and literate workers Shoemaking
Metalwork
Organisation
Held meetings with debates and discussions "Radical civility"
Actions Distributed literature
Public rallies attended by thousands
Democratic parliamentary reform
Beliefs Sympathetic to Thomas Paine
Agricultural poor
Little interest in Those who suffered most
Poor conditions in factories and slums
Limited
Anstocrat_s a_nd middle class were hostile Felt that their ideas would lead to anarchy
to the societies
Impact
Lack of support from working class men
Revolutionary ideas were seen as disloyal —  'Church and King' mobs ~{
War with France
Over radicalisation of France (revolution)
Napoleon's ambitions
Fought over Balance of power in Europe
Economic aggression from France
End of War with France (1803-1815)
Unemployment needed
Economic effect
available for other uses
Economic dislocation
Causes
Impact on industry
Bad harvest 1815 Distress in 1816, hunger
Prevented cheap corn imports
Corn Laws 1815
Helped landowners maintain profits
Demands for political and economic change
Protests

Sometimes violent

Many women and children

60,000 people

Public meeting

Government repressed them Peaceful protests sometimes dealt with brutally 1819 Peterloo

At St Peter's Field (large space near
Manchester)
Speech by Henry Hunt Advocating parliamentary reform

Local magistrates (judges) and yeomanry
determined to stop this assembly

Yeomanry was a paramilitary force made of
local (mainly) middle-class men

Reaction

Legacy

Ended quickly in 1820s Bread prices fell again
Quick government action
Peaceful vs violent methods

Limitations Moderate vs revolutionary reforms

Divisions
Focus on political issues vs economic issues

Support for industrialisation or not

Alliance between aristocracy and middle class

Armed cavalry charged the crowd 11 killed

Event became known as 'Peterloo’ Sarcastic reference to Waterloo



