
The Agricultural 'Revolution' 

Enclosure movement

Before

35% fallow land each year Wasteful

Farming units - small strips of land cultivated by 
families Surplus sold at market

'Open field' system

Common land animals could feed on

After

Larger unit owned by a single individual
More efficient and productive

100 acres or more

Peasant farmers lost their rights to use 
common land fields hedged and ditched

Acts of Parliament Most parliament members were land owners 
sympathetic

Between 1700 and 1800 Over 7 million acres enclosed

Soil fertility

Farmers made greater use of fertilisers
eg lime

increased nitrogen levels in soil

More animals bred  More manure Prevented soil exhaustion

Greater awareness Specialisation Profit, investment, productivity

Crop rotation

Open-field system Areas of farmland left fallow every third or 
fourth year to prevent soil exhaustion

New system / technique

4 year cycle alternating between wheat, 
barley, clover and turnips

Clover put nutrients back into the soil

Turnips provided good animal feed

Not left fallow, more productive land every year

Selective livestock breeding

Enclosure, hedges and fences meant farmers 
could ensure selective breeding and monitor

Reduce risk of spreading disease

AwarenessBreeds best for milk and meat

Demand growing and price risingProfits and efficiency

Better cereal cultivationInnovation
Aristocrats involvedUnlike France

King George III had a model farm 

Link to industryMore food fed growing population - growing 
urban population - more profit to farmersGrowth in demand for manufactured goodsInvestment in capital


