
Opposition to 
Nazi Rule 33-39

Political opposition

Some socialists met secretly 

Small-scale activity

No treason attempts

1930s

Some sabotage of factories, railways and army 
stores

Gestapo broke up 1000 opposition meetings in 
1936 (probably more took place)

Gestapo record having seized 1.6 million anti-Nazi 
leaflets in 1936

active powerless

Social opposition

People kept their identity and refused to conform 
to Nazi ideals

Apathy towards parades and propaganda 
(especially 1936)

Local party officials reported that they increasingly 
had to bully people to attend Nazi rallies

Nazis had to use 'radio wardens' to force people to 
listen to Hitler's speeches

public loudspeakers

Gestapo reported complaining in bars, trains and 
other public places

Said grumbling had become a national pastime

Some people refused to give Heil Hitler salute

Jokes about Nazis

Refusal to contribute to party funds

Some national Church leaders publicly criticised the 
Nazis - local level resistance

Joseph Fath hung his own flags in Church instead 
of Nazi flags

Pastor Grueber risked his life protecting Jewish 
people and helping to escape

Little evidence since opponents covered their 
tracks to not get caught - data via Nazi records 

Nazis silenced opponents but did not win 
their hearts


