
NAZI SEIZURE OF 
POWER

Aims

A strong Germany Decisive government, leadership like in Kaiser 
days; military pride

A racially pure Germany Aryan supremacy; blame on Jewish people

A People's Community
Volk; devotion to Hitler and contribution to the 
community more important than personal 
fulfillment

Case 
study: 
seizure of 
power in 
Northeim



Took over council by bullying and 
intimidation. Majority 15:5. Arrested 

opposition. At meeting, SA officers all 
around and spat on opposition. 

end of democracy

Set up house searches supposedly looking for 
illegal guns and ammunition; arrested 22, 7 to 
camps; Message that Nazis could use violence 

on anyone

Gleichschaltung (co-ordination) of all 
organisations ordered. Nazis were majority, so 

all local bodies had to have Nazi majority as 
well. Different sports clubs, singing groups, 

choirs... combined to be Nazi-run

surveillance

Boycotts of jewish businesses. Newspaper 
campaigns told Northeimers not to shop there; 

SA men stationed outside.

Ended unemployment. In June 1922 - 500 
registered unemployed; within 3 months, none. 

Work in repairing roads, clearing woods... 
Socialists dismissed from jobs to be given to 

Nazis; allowed to work in physically demanding 
jobs only and give up politics.

Propaganda. Ceremonial burning of Weimar 
flag; book burning; torchlight parade joined by 

3,000 people

Northeimers joined Nazi party. This was 
necessary to get anywhere. May - membership 

1,200 in town of 10,000. Not Nazi fanatics; joined 
to keep safe and keep their jobs.

Nazi 
police 
state



totalitarianism

The Gestapo

Secret state police

Commanded by Reinhard Heydrich

Sweeping powers; could arrest citizens and 
send them to camps without trial or explanation

Believed to have network of 'informers' 
listening in on people's conversations

Most feared by ordinary citizens; may have 
believed it was stronger than it actually was; 
Germans informed on each other (believing the 
Gestapo would find out either way)

The SS

After destroying SA in 1934, SS grew. 1 million 
staff by 1944.

Led by Heinrich Himmler

Main responsibility: crushing opposition and 
carrying out eugenics (Nazi racial policies)

SS men were Aryans, highly trained and loyal to 
Hitler

Three sub-divisions

The SD SS's own internal security service 

The Death's Head units Concentration camps, murdering Jews

The Waffen-SS Armoured regiments fought alongside army

Set up its own courts; 200,000 Germans sent to 
camps by these courts

Concentration camps

Ultimate sanction / punishment against own 
people

First ones set up in 1933; makeshift prisons in 
disused factories and warehouses. Soon after, 
purpose-built (in isolated rural areas).

Sent Jewish people, socialists, communists, 
trade unionists, churchmen, criticisors...

Around 1.3 million Germans spent time in camps 
between 1933 and 1939

Run by SS's Death's Head units

Prisoners did hard labour; limited food; harsh 
discipline, beatings and radnom executions

Aim: to correct opponents of the regime

Late 30s: few people came out alive

The police and the courts

Jobs in local police forces given to high-ranking 
Nazis reporting to Himmler

Police added political 'snooping'  to their 
normal law-and-order role. Strict instructions 
to ignore crimes committed by Nazi agents.

Nazis controlled magistrates, judges and the 
courts. Appointed and sacked.

Led to self-imposed control: magistrates 
knew what they were expected to do and not. 
Opponents did not recieve fair trial.

Propaganda

Goebbels

The Nurembery rallies

Took place every summer

Bands, marches, flying displays, Hitler speeches

Excitement, sense of belonging

Power of state

Emphasised order

Control of media and culture

Books

To be published, needed Goebbel's permission

Bestseller was Mein Kampf

In 1933, Goebbels organised a high-profile book 
burning; Nazi students publicly burned books

Examples

The Myth of the 19th century - Alfred 
Rosenberg

Nazi theorist and official; book promoted, anti-
communist, justifies Hitler

Banned authors: Kafka (jewish), Keynes 
(socialist), Engles (Marx collaborator)

Art
Suffered restrictions. Nazi-approved only

Heroic-looking aryans, military figures, ideal 
Aryan family...

Examples
Arthur Kampf, Werner PeinerClassical romantic realism, Aryan family 

depicted

Banned: Picasso, van Gogh

Newspapers

Jewish editors and journalists out of work and 
anti-Nazi newspapers closed down

Not allowed to print anti-Nazi articles. Became 
boring; Germans read less news. Circulation fell 
10%.

ExamplesAnti-Jew. Volkscher Beobatcher, Der Stumer, 
Der Anguiff (Goebbels)

Cinema

All films had to carry a pro-Nazi message

Newsreels before each film spoke about 
greatness of Hitler. Evidence suggests people 
arrived late to avoid these.

All foreign films censored

Examples
Triumph of the Will 1935Nazi writer, shows Nazi pary and some officials 

acting themselves (Hitler, Himmler)

Westront

WW1

Goebbels said it was "cowardly defeatism"

MusicJazz banned because it was 'Black' music - 
inferiour race.Examples

Nazi national anthem "Horst-Wessel-Lied", 
German classical music and Austrian 
composers eg Beethoven, Mozart, Richard 
Wagner

Nationalist lyrics

Jazz, Jewish composers - Gustav Mahler, Felix 
Mendelssohn Degenarate, black music

PostersMany around attacking opponents and 
flaunting successes of Hitler

Radio

New technology, potential to spread message

Made cheap; controlled all radio stations

Listening to broadcasts from the BBC was 
punsihable by death

Just in case people did not have a radio 
Goebbels placed loudspeakers in the streets 
and public bars.

Hitler's speeches and other Nazis repeated on 
radio over and over again until ideas were seen 
as normal - expansion into East, inferiority of 
Jews...

Examples

Reich Rundfunk Gesellschaft 1933 - Nazi 
propaganda; Folk songs played on radio and 
jokes and bedtime stories for kids; radio 50 
marks (cheap)

Case study: 1936 Olympics

Goebbels and Hitler believed this was great 
propaganda opportunity and could showcase 

Aryan superiority

International pressure for nations like USA to 
boycott games in protest against Nazi's 
repressive regime and anti-Jewish politics

In response, Nazis included one Jewish person in 
their team

Built new stadium to hold 100,000 people

Lit by most modern electric lighting

Television cameras for the first time

Most sophisticated photo-electronic timing 
device installed

Largest stopclock ever built

49 participating countries

Presence of army and SS, devotion to Hitler

Visitors amazed at efficiency but also appalled 
by fanatical devotion and police 

Germany came top of medal tableBut black athlete Jesse Owens won four gold 
medals and broke eleven world records - star

10 black Americans won 13 medals - Aryan 
supremacy not displayed


