Between 1966 and 1971 killed est 27,000
civilians

Viet Cong were respectful to Vietnamese
villagers - helped them in fields

Prepared to kill opposing villagers

Campaign of terror against Government
employees (police, teachers, tax collectors..)

Much less than US

Replacement troops available

Keep population on Ho's side

:j— Total VC or NV deaths est 1 million

Loyal, determined, prepared to die

Refused to give up
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Avoid big battles

Hit-and-run raids

Close-quarter fighting
No uniform —a  Hard to discern from villagers
No known bases

Small groups

Disappeared into the jungle, villages or tunnels
after attack

Fear of ambushes and booby traps
51% US casualties from combat

Wear down enemy soldiers and morale

11% casualties booby traps

American air power could hit their own troops
due to close combat with Viet Cong

Depended on North Vietnam

Ho Chi Minh trail —C

US and SV bombed constantly

40,000 Vietnamese worked to maintain it

Developed by General Westmoreland

Set up heavily defended bases near shores SV

Helicopters full of troops descend on villages

Modus operandi

6 - many civilians

As soon as the soldiers gained experienced
they went home

For every VC weapon captured, body count of

Search for Viet Cong, report body count

Raids based on inadequate information

Pushed villagers to support VC

After - needed more soldiers

Young men sent to army as soon as left college
or school

Many had never been in army before - average
age was 19

Many knew little about Vietnam, and didn't care
about democracy or communism

Low morale among conscripts so generals
introduced one-year term of service

B— Innocent villages mistaken for VC strongholds

US soldiers fell into traps
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B— Early stages - professional soldiers mostly
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— Introduced draft (conscription) 1967

— Problems
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Bombing

Search and Destroy

Chemical weapons

©

Conscription and morale

1965-72 7 years of bombing

—

—l
Effect —

-m

—m
Agent Orange

Napalm —C

Military, industrial and civilian targets in NV
Ho Chi Minh trail
Viet neighbours - Laos, Cambodia —®  They were sympathetic to Viet Cong

From 1970-72, intense bombing of NV forced it

Damaged NV war effort —m :
to negotiate peace

Disrupted supply routes

But civilian casualties turned Vietnamese
people against Americans

They were still able to launch a major attack on

Did not defeat communists —& Seuith riier 17 5o Sinas

Toxic weedkiller

Sprayed from planes to destroy jungles were
VC hid

82 million litres over thousands of square kms

Destroyed jungles

Burned through skin to the bone

Many civilians and US soldiers also harmed or

killed by



