
EFFECT OF VIETNAM 
WAR ON POLICY OF 

CONTAINMENT

Militarily
Failure - could not prevent communism

Americans suspicious to enter war that could 
not be easy to win Affect foreign policy

Strategically
Failed containment

Domino effect sped up Heavy bombing of Laos and Cambodia 
increased communist support within By 1975 both communist

Foreign policy
Try to improve relations with ChinaEnded block on China membership in UN

Improve relations with USSR

USSR and China better relations with US and 
each other during 70s

Propaganda disaster

Containment presented as morale crusade, but 
soldiers' atrocities in Vietnam and use of 
chemical warfare damaged US reputation

US did not seem to crusade for democracy 
(propped up government without peoples' 

support)


