
Withdrawal from Vietnam

After Tet Offensive

Concluded war could not be won militarily

Reduce bombing campaign against NV

Negotiate peace with communists

Elections

LBJ not seeking re-election Failure

Campaign Both candidates to end involvement in 
Vietnam Strong antiwar feeling

New President

November 1968 Richard Nixon elected From 1969 to 1973 working to withdraw

With Henry Kissinger (National Security 
Adviser)

Did not want to seem like a disaster or like 
handing Vietnam to communists

Strategies

Improved relations with USSR and China In 1969 USSR and China had border 
dispute - risk of war 

'Vietnamisation' of war effort

Handing responsibility for war to SV forces, 
withdrawing US troops

Between April 1969 and end 1971 400,000 
US troops left Vietnam

Peace negotiations with North Vietnam
From early 1969, regular meetings 
Kissinger and chief Vietnamese peace 
negotiator Le Duc Tho

Increased bombing against NV

To show strength

US and SV troops invaded VC bases in 
Cambodia Global outrage

'Peace with honour' ?

Paris January 1973 All parties signed peace agreement Pull out all US troops By 29 March 1973 all American forces gone

Withing 2 years - Vietnam communist Failure - TV images of SV at US embassy 
tryomg to escape via helicopters
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