
CUBAN 
MISSILE 
CRISIS

Why did Khrushchev place nuclear 
missiles on Cuba?

To bargain with the USA

To test the USA

To trap the USA

To close the missile gap

To defend Cuba 

To strengthen his own position at home 

Outcomes for Kennedy and USA

Kennedy reputation improved 

Kennedy resisted hardliners (wanted to invade 
Cuba) in his gov; their weakness shown, risk

Secretly agreed to remove Turkey missiles; 
should have been NATO decision, allies 
unhappy (1963)

Had to accept communist country in backyard

Outcomes for Khrushchev USSR

Khrushchev public image - peacemaker

Valuable ally Cuba kept safe from attack

Got USA to withdraw Turkey missiles but 
secret so could not be used for propaganda

Forced to back down, remove missiles 

USSR lagged behind US in arms race 

In 1964 Khrushchev forced out of power by 
enemies; some believe Cuban Crisis influence

Outcomes for the Cold War
Helped cool relations and reduce war risk

Permanent 'hot line' phone link set up 
between White House and Kremlin '63

1963 Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 

Clarified that USSR was a nuclear threat 

Outcomes for Castro's Cuba

Upset about USSR US deal but accepted; 
needed USSR support

Cuba remained communist, highly armed 

Kept control nationalised US businesses


