
Origins of Cuban 
Missile Crisis

Arms race and nuclear deterrence

Large sums of money spent on new weapons 
by US and USSR

Spied on each other to steal technological 
secrets

USSR spies

USA hi-tech 

eg. U2 plane - flew so high it could not be shot 
down but took verydetailed photos

Nuclear bombs perfected

Could be launched from submarines or planes

ICBMs (inter continental ballistic missiles)

travel from continent to continent in half an hour

By 1960s, both sides had enough to destroy 
each other many times over USA had more 

Security Nuclear deterrence Enemy would not attack since there was MAD 
(mutually assured destruction)

Cuban Revolution

Cuba large island 160 km from Florida

Americans owned most business and had huge 
naval base (Guantanámo)

Supported dictator General Batista with 
military and economic aid

Anticommunist

Unpopular

Enter Fidel Castro Overthrew Batista in 1959 after a 3 year 
campaign

He was charming, clever and ruthless; popular

Killed, arrested, exiled opponents

USA reaction

Recognised Castro as leader

Breakdown of relations

Thousands of Cuban exiles in America who fled Pressure groups demanding action against 
Castro

Castro took over American-owned businesses 
(particularly agriculture)

Took land and redistributed to Cuba peasant 
farmer supporters

Response

US
June 1960 Eisenhower authorised CIA 
(Central Intelligence Agency) to 
investigate ways of overthrowing Castro

Support and funds to exiles

Try to disrupt economy

eg damage sugar plantations

American businesses in Cuba refused to co-
operate with any Cuban businesses importing 
from USSR

American media criticised Castro's regime

Castro

Assured Americans in Cuba that they were safe 
and allowed US to keep their base

Summer 1960 - alliance with Soviet Union

Khrushchev signed a trade agreement giving 
Cuba $100 million in economic aid

Castro receiving Arms from USSR (US spies 
aware)

'Bay of Pigs' invasion

January 1961 New president Kennedy broke 
off diplomatic relations

Unhappy with Soviet satellite in US's 'sphere of 
influence'

Plan devised under Eisenhower Supplied arms, equipment and transport for 
1400 anti-Castro exiles to invade 

17 April 1961

Exiles landed at Bay of Pigs

Absolute failure

Met with 20,000 Cuban troops
Armed with tanks and modern weapons

All captured or killed within days

They knew

Belief that Cuban people would join revolt was 
proved wrong

Impact

Failure of USA 
Lack of secrecy so USA could not deny 

Khrushchev saw Kennedy as young, weak, pathetic!

Showed USA would not get directly involved 

Strengthened Castro's position in Cuba


