
Cuban Missile 
Crisis / October 

Crisis
Khrushchev arms Castro

After Bay of Pigs (April 1961), 
Khurshchev sends arms

Announced in May 1962

By July 1962, best equipped army in Latin 
America

By September

Thousands of Soviet missiles

Patrol boats, tanks, radar vans, missile 
erectors, jet bombers, jet fighters

5,000 Soviet technicians for maintenance

Americans watched with alarm

CIA did not beleive USSR would place nuclear

11 September Kennedy warned that "by any 
means necessary" he would prevent Cuba 
becoming a military base (meaning nuclear)

Same day, USSR assured no 
intention to place nuclear

The US discovers nuclear sites

Sunday 14 October 1962
An American spy plane flew over Cuba, took 
detailed photos of nuclear missile sites being 
built by USSR

Over next 2 days - continued photo 
reconnaissance

Experts predicted finished in a week 

Spy planes reported that 20 Soviet ships were 
on their way to Cuba carrying missiles

16

President Kennedy informed

Ex Comm formed

20

Kennedy decided on blockade

22

Blockade announced

Called on USSR to 
withdraw missiles

23

Kennedy received letter 
from Khrushchev

He did not admit 
presence of nuclear 
weapons in CUba

24

Blockade began

800 km zone

At 10:32 am the ships 
stopped turned around

26

Kennedy received long personal letter from 
Khrushchev

Claimed missiles were defensive

Said if no attack and blockade lifted, he would 
destroy the bases 

27

AM

Khrushchev sent second letter

Revised proposals - said 
condition for removing 
missiles would be US lift 
those in Turkey

American U2 plane shot down 
over Cuba, pilot killed - 
President was advised to attack

PM

Kennedy delayed attack

Ignored second letter, accepted 
terms from the 26th 

Said if USSR didn't withdraw, 
attack would follow

28

Khrushchev replied

Dismantled arms to keep peace

Secret deal - removed missiles from Turkey


