
KOREAN WAR

Outbreak

After WWII (was ruled by Japan)

North

Liberated by Soviet troops

Soviet style one-party system

Kim Il Sung trained in USSR

South

Liberated by Americans

Anticommunist

Syngman Rhee

1950 open warfare North Korean attack, their troops 
overwhelmed Southern forces

By September Only small corner Pusan not 
taken

US response

Truman sent advisers, supplies and warships 
immediately

Sought UN intervention

Containment policy

UN resolution 84

US was biggest contributor to UN budget Pressure on Security Council to condemn North 
Korean actions; ask to withdraw

Soviet union was boycotting the UN since 
communist China was not allowed in Could not use its veto

Truman could say it was a UN sponsored 
operation; Soviet media claimed invalid

In the resolution, member armies would help 
drive North Korean troops out of South

Mostly American + some allies; American 
General MacArthur

18 states supported

September 1950 - UN force advance

Advancing from Pusan and storming at Incheon

North Korean forces driven back beyond 
original border 38th by Oct

October 1950 - UN force presses on

Aim of removing NK troops from South acheived

Mao Zedong warned that China would join if 
they continued Despite this, UN approved plans to advance

By October, forces reached the Yalu river (at 
border with China)

MacArthur plan beyond containment

November 1950 - UN force retreats

MacArthur underestimated power of the 
Chinese

Late in October 1950, 200,000 Chinese 
troops ('People's Volunteers') joined NK

Harsh attack

Loyal, committed soldiers

Taught to hate Americans

Modern tanks and planes 
supplied by USSR

Familiar with fighting in the 
setting (mountains, swamps...) 
and cold (50-51 harsh winter) 
unlike Americans

April 1951 - MacArthur sacked

MacArthur was ready to fight China and even 
use nuclear warfare

Truman felt saving the South was good enough; 
containment

In March 1951 MacArthur ignored UN 
instruction to and threatened China  Truman sent him home

Clash

June 1951 - peace talks begin

Stalemate at 38th parallel

July 1953 - armistice

In 1952 Truman replaced by Eisenhower Wanted to end the war

Stalin died March 1953 Chinese and NK less confident

Ceasefire - border similar to before war

Consequences

High casualties, mainly for civilians

Successes for containment

Showed the US had the will 

Failures for containment

NK remained communist

Tensions among leaders

Hardliners vs moderate

Today
NK communist dictatorship and nuclear power 
with support from China - threat to US allies 
Japan and SK

Border at 38th parallel


