
4.4 Berlin Blockade Problem of Germany

Divided in four zones - US, France, Britain, USSR

Initial - Morgenthau Plan
Truman grew concerned - decided a strong 
Germany would be a useful ally + without 
industry the Germans would starve

Remove all German industry and make it an 
agricultural country (to not wage modern war)

Trizonia 1946 France, Britain and US combined their zones - 
became known as West Germany in 1949

Blockade

Stalin felt he had to show resistance to the 
Western powers encroaching on his sphere

Berlin city was in the Soviet zone (east) Linked by roads, railways and canals

In June 1948, Stalin blocked these supply lines

If USA rammed the blocks, it 
would be seen as an act of war

Expected withdrawal from Berlin

Airlift

Truman didn't want to give up Berlin as West 
Germany may fall next

Ordered aircraft to fly supplies into Berlin June 
1948

For the next 10 months, food, 
clothing, building materials 
and oil to West Berlin was all 
sent this way

If the Soviets shot them down, it would be an 
act of war

Stalin lifted the blockade in May 1949

Consequences

Berlin became a powerful symbol 
of Cold War rivalry

US POV - oasis of 
democratic freedom

USSR POV - cancer 
growing in the 
worker's paradise 

Cold War flashpoint One of the only places where US and Soviet 
troops faced each other directly (and daily) 

Patterns of thinking and acting

Showed that direct confrontation/war would 
not occur

Distrust, no tolerance, propaganda

Fight via 'proxy wars' 

NATO 

Formal alliances North Atlantic Treaty Organisation

Western Powers met in Washington DC and 
signed an agreement

Formed April 1949

Warsaw Pact 

Response to NATO allowing 
West Germany to join in 1955

Created by Khrushchev - defensive alliance

USSR and main communist states in eastern 
Europe - promised to defend each other


