
Central Topic

Czechoslovakia

Positive - many felt betrayed by 
France and Britain (Munich 
Conference); left-wing coalition 
gov won elections 1945

May 1946 - largest single party 
communists

Communists took control of law 
and order - arrested opposition

February 1948 - other parties 
bannedOne-party communist state

Hungary

German ally in war - anti-
communist population 

1947 - largest single party in 
elections

Imprisonned opposition 
politicians and murdered church 
leaders

Poland
Ruled by coalition gov after war

Opposition to communists 
reduced to silence in 1947

Romania

German ally in war 

Coalition gov formed in 1945 Communist prime minister

December 1947 - King Michael 
forced to abdicate (monarchy 
abolished)

Bulgaria
Coalition 1945

Communists executed leaders of 
other parties

Yugoslavia
Josip Broz (Tito) led wartime 
Nazi resistance elected President 
in 1945

Made it clear he wouldn't be 
controlled by Moscow

Tito popular so Stalin didn't 
invade- expelled Cominform 1948

East Germany
Allies gave USSR control of eastern sector- 
run by Red Army

1949 German Democratic Party 
(communist)

Albania

1945 Communists gained power 
immediately after the war - backed by 
USSR and Yugoslavia

Little resistance as communist and 
nationalist forces opposed Italian and 
German occupation forces during war


