Manchurian Crisis

Growing population
~ Japan Major military and empire power == Army |leaders

US tariffs (main importer of silk)
Depression hit —C

Solution to expand

Background Invasion 1, 1931

Japanese argued that China was in a state of
anarchy, needed Japanese intervention (self-
defense)

China appeals

Japanese announced they intended to invade

February 1933 more of China; argued self-defence

Lytton Report approved 42 votes to 1 in
Assembly; Japan only against

27 March 1933
— Japan leaves League —[

Next weekend, invaded Jehol in China

P~ 24 February 1933 ===

The Lytton Report Invasion 2, 1933

The League responds

~— Failure of League

Japan, strong country, got away with
aggression

— Hitler and Mussolini looked with interest

Conseqguences

\— Mukden incident

Japanese army controlled the South
Manchurian Railway

Chinese troops allegedly attacked

Japan set up government and renamed to

Excuse to invade =
Manchukuo

Britain and France had colonies in South-East
Asia; did not want war

N— Members reactions Viewed incident as far away problem

Believed that Japanese rule could bring order

Investigation to Lord Lytton and Lytton
Commission

September 1932
\— [ytton Report —[

Detailed, balanced, clear judgement === Japan unlawful; Manchuria to be returned

= Took them over a year

\— Powerless =

~ Economic sanctions meaningless without US
b~ Britain wanted good relations with Japan
Members could not agree about banning arms
== sales to Japan; worried about retaliation and

escalation

Force not strong enough; Britain and France

\— did not want to risk sending navy; only US
could combat



