Abyssinian Crisis

[ Background ]7

Humiliating defeat for Italy — 1896 Battle of Adowa —

Mineral wealth and fertile land in _J

Abyssinia

Distract population from internal
problems

Glory and conquest —~

Mussolini spoke of restoring the
glory of the Roman empire

Conflict between Italian and

e — ) ) Abyssinian troops
Mussolini claimed this was Italian land
Haile Selassie appealed to LoN

80 km inside Abyssinia

} Wal-Wal oasis December 1934 —~

[ League action ]7

Modern tanks, aeroplanes, poison gas — Mussolini full-scale invasion — October 1935 —

League banned arm sales, loans,
export of rubber to Italy and imports

from Italy
According to Covenant, sanctions )
Feared US would not comply must be used
Delayed decisions over oil exports to
30,000 British coal miners were Italy

going to lose their jobs over coal — Member economic interests
exports ban

Could have ended the conflict — Owned by Britain and France, path

for Mussolini's supply shipped
Suez Canal —~

Fear of starting war — Not closed

[ No oil sanctions ]7

League decided that oil sanctions
would exhaust Italian supplies in 2 — February 1936 —
months (even if US continued)

Mussolinii had taken over large parts
} Too late —~

American oil producers increased  Americans disgusted by Britain and
exports to ltaly French

4[ Comparison to Manchuria ]

~—— Similarities — Strong country

In Europe; not 'far'

~— Differences Abyssinia bordered the Anglo-
Egyptian territory Sudan and the
British colonies Uganda, Kenya and
Somaliland

4[ League plays for time ]

—— Jan 1935 to October 1935 —[

Mussolini and League negotiate

Mussolini ships army to Africa

Statement with Mussolini against
German rearmament; commitment

__ Britain and France wanted good to be united against Germany

relations with Mussolini T e PEEEDEEIANE) e

Didn't discuss Abyssinia at the
meeting; turned blind eye

Ballot in 34-35 in Britain showed that
British people supported military
force to defend Abyssinia
~— Public outcry
Hoare made a speech about value of
—— collective security; but no one did
anything about Mussolini's actions

Autumn election - politicians had to
condemn ltaly

Committee reported that neither
side responsible; a chunk of
Abyssinia to be ceded; Mussolini
rejected

— 4 September —

4[ Hoare-Laval Pact ]

British and French foreign ministers
aimed to give Mussolini two thirds of

Abyssinia for him to call off invasion
~—— Secret deal

Laval proposed to show Mussolini
the plan before LoN or Selassie

___ December 1935; during sanctions
discussions

Selassie demanded League debate Hoare and Laval sacked
— Details leaked to French press —[ Consequences . . .
Disaster - seen as act of treachery Sanctions discussions lost

momentum
4[ Outcomes ]

—— 7 March 1936 — Hitler marched troops into Rhineland {

Against ToV

French desperate to gain support of
Italy - no sanctions

-

Mussolini took capital of Abyssinia, P
Addis Ababa /
/
~— May 1936 2 May - Haile Selassie exiled ///
/
9 May - entire country annexed ///
—— League fail — Collective security empty promise ///

— November 1936 Rome-Berlin axis « - ——— -



