
1920s LoN

Vilna: Polish-Lithuanian 
dispute, 1920-29

Poland and Lithuania independant 
from Russian empire after WWI

7 October 1920 Vilna became capital 
of Lithuania

Large Polish-speaking population

2 days later annexed by Poland

League ordered plebiscite Poland refused, League powerlessAaland Islands dispute, 1921

Islands located between Finland and 
Sweden; belonged to Finland but 
had large Swedish population

Many islanders wanted 
independance

League decided - Finland but 
protection for Swedish populationsBoth countries accepted

Corfu, 1923

Origin
Greece and Albania borders after war

Job given to Conference of 
Ambassadors Tellini Italian general to supervise

Conflict
27 August - Tellini and team killed Mussolini furious, blamed Greek gov

31 August - Mussolini occupied Corfu 
island 15 people killed

Greece appealed to LoN 7 September judgement
condemned Mussolini's actions

Suggested Greece pay reparations To be held by League to pay to Italy if 
Tellini's killers were found

Mussolini reaction

Refused, threatened to leave, called 
League incompetent

Action?

Britain ready to counter, prepared to 
send warships

France disagree, backed Italy 
because forces busy in the Ruhr

Geneva protocol 1924

Said countries had to accept the 
decision

British government elected refused 
to sign it

Final ruling
Order Greeks to apologise and pay 
direct compensation

On 27 September, Mussolini 
triumphantly withdrew 

Anger in League - decision 
challenged by lawyers - showed 
weakness of LoN 

Bulgaria, 1925

Greek troops invaded Bulgaria 
October 1925 after a border incident 
in which some Greek soldiers were 
killed

Bulgaria appealSecretary-general of League quickly 
called a meeting of Council in Paris

League decision

Observers sent to assess situationDecided in favour of Bulgaria

Demand both sides to stand down 
forces

Greek forces to withdraw

Greece to pay 45,000 pounds in 
compensation, threatened with 
sanctions

Response

Greek obeyed but complained 
(different treatment towards large 
nations and small nations) 

World saw - effective resolution - 
pointed out united decision

Economic recovery Internationalism


